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CHAMBER WELCOME
It’s my pleasure to welcome you to the Greater Irvine Chamber’s
fourth annual 40 Under 40 event, recognizing some of Orange
County’s brightest young professionals who are positively impacting
and moving our community forward.

Look around you. Do you feel that vibe tonight? It’s “Presence.”
Why do some leaders draw us in? And why does it feel as if
their mindsets are set at “Unlimited Capacity” fueled by “Good
Intentions?” It’s “Presence.”

The Chamber works to enhance the economic vitality of the region.
To that end, it is an honor to congratulate such a dynamic group of
individuals and to recognize them individually for their impressive
accomplishments that are contributing to the economic and social
health of the county.

I love this cohort. Their stories are bold because they “See!” They
speak to it every day and then move toward it. These young
stars with “Presence” are driving economic growth and shaping
how we see ourselves in Orange County and beyond. I’m happy
they are here, to see how much it matters to their teams, to their
industries, and to us in OC.

The professionals we celebrate today help drive innovation
and position Orange County as a leading West Coast economic
powerhouse that stands up to any other urban center in the world.
These individuals serve as a reminder of the rich human capital we
have in Orange County and as examples for others who strive to
excel in their profession. They bring new ideas, fresh perspectives,
and leading-edge skills, whether it’s to their own enterprise, large
corporation, small business, educational institution, nonprofit, or
civic organization. This generation of talent brings great potential
to the future of Orange County.

BRYAN STARR

President & CEO
GREATER IRVINE CHAMBER
DESTINATION IRVINE
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SPONSOR WELCOME

Thank you for joining us as we celebrate 40 next-generation
professionals and the promise they bring for a bright future for
Orange County and all who live or visit here.

I’m full of joy to co-emcee the Greater Irvine Chamber’s 40 Under
40 for the third year. Thank you to the Greater Irvine Chamber
and “Brands with Presence,” for creating this event and pausing to
acknowledge these 40 Orange County leaders! Charla Batey and
I are excited to tell your stories. Congratulations to the 2022
award winners!

CHARLES ANTIS

Founder & CEO
ANTIS ROOFING &
WATERPROOFING

Connect with the40 Under 40 honorees on LinkedIn by scanning the corresponding QR code on the honoree pages.
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Future Leader

I’m full of joy to co-emcee the Greater Irvine Chamber’s 40 under 40 for the third year!
I love this cohort, the 40 under 40 of 2022…Their stores are bold because they “See!”
They speak to it every day! And then move toward it. This visionary formula has never
been more important than it is today, as folks around us want our actions to matter
more than ever.
– Charles Antis, Founder & CEO, Antis Roofing & Waterproofing
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HONOREES
TIFFANY ABLOLA

JANELLE BRUNETTE

Franchisee/Owner

Chief Operating Officer

EOS WORLDWIDE

OCTANE

Tiffany Ablola began her career as an employment attorney. She conducted investigations where
she witnessed toxic work environments, harassment, and discrimination. After countless cases,
she decided to devote her time to being part of the solution versus reacting to broken situations.
Tiffany is the first Asian-American woman franchise owner in California of EOS Worldwide,
a business that helps entrepreneurs clarify their vision, increase accountability, and improve
team health through simple, proven, and practical tools. She gives organizations the tools to
address organizational challenges proactively by preventing organizational challenges, the same
difficulties she tried to mend as an attorney reactively. Her career is characterized by passion,
resiliency, and service. Tiffany volunteers her time to nonprofits such as the National Association
of Women Business Owners OC where she is a Board member, and Levitt Quinn as an advisor to
the Leadership Council.

SAMANTHA BLAIR
Owner
WANDER JOY VACATIONS
After serving for a decade as a successful Marketing and Events Manager, making contacts all
over the world and saving large corporations millions in travel expenses, Samantha Blair wanted
to help the average family and smaller business find the same savings she had become an
expert in providing. She was recently interviewed by ABC7 News and KCAA radio as Southern
California’s travel expert, featured in Formidable Woman Magazine and Entrepreneur magazine,
and was nominated for the 2021 Champion of Women, National Women of Influence Award. Her
greatest accomplishment, however, is her son, Levi Pilot who was born with a hole in his heart
that required emergency surgical repair when he was six months old. Levi underwent open-heart
surgery in 2020, and since then, Samantha has made it her mission to help other heart families
travel affordably and safely, and serves as a mentor and advocate for families facing the difficult
road of pediatric heart repair.
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HONOREES

Janelle Brunette has been with Octane for 14 years advancing through the ranks, where she
now leads seven functional units across Octane and Octane Foundation for Innovation. She has
helped create and build entities that further contribute to Octane’s impact in the SoCal innovation
ecosystem including Visionary Ventures, Elevation Ventures, and Octane Capital & Growth. In
addition to her daily responsibilities as COO, Janelle is leading Octane’s 20th anniversary Impact
Fund intended to increase economic results for OC. She serves as an Octane Board Member,
Secretary, and Treasurer. Janelle earned an MBA from Paul Merage School of Business,
University of California, Irvine, and a Bachelor of Business Administration from Loyola Marymount
University.

JENNIFER BULLARD
Sr. Vice President of Advocacy and Government Affairs
ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESS COUNCIL
As Senior Vice President of Advocacy & Government Affairs, Jennifer advocates locally, in
Sacramento and in Washington D.C. on behalf of 200 diverse business and industry leaders
to reinforce Orange County’s economic strength and influence. Jennifer has over a decade of
experience leading public affairs and policy for communities across Southern California. She
previously was Director of External Affairs for Clean Power Alliance, and has worked on regional
planning and economic development issues for communities in Riverside County as Director of
Government Relations for the Western Riverside Council of Governments. She completed the
Coro Southern California Women in Leadership and the Orange County Human Relations OC
Together restructure programs, advises the South Coast AQMD on their Air Quality Management
Plan, and volunteers as a mentor for youth with Girls Inc. Jennifer graduated from Claremont
McKenna College.

HONOREES
ANTHONY COSENZA
Realtor
CASA BELLA REALTY GROUP
Anthony Cosenza has long been involved in the community, in leadership positions with nonprofit
efforts such as the Leukemia/Lymphoma OC and as a go-to business resource. He was a Young
Professionals Leadership Summit Committee member from 2014-2015, was the Greater
Irvine Chamber Emerging Professionals 2016-2017 Chair, served on the Boards of Directors
for The Elite OC from 2016-2020 and the Greater Irvine Chamber from 2018-2020. Anthony
transitioned from a career in higher education to the real estate industry with Casa Bella Realty
Group. As a Realtor and Marketing Director for the independent brokerage, he has coordinated
tens of millions of dollars in transactions annually, while continuing to volunteer in the local trade
organization’s YPN group. His philanthropy includes community outreach and he is the Director of
the Lisa Cosenza Memorial Scholarship fund which he co-founded in 2017 to assist local students
with college aspirations.

KRISTLE DURAN
Chief Operations Officer
BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF CENTRAL ORANGE COAST
Overseeing all direct service models for the organization, including quality of programs,
relationships with community stakeholders, and the implementation of the organization’s longterm growth plans, Kristle leads by example, putting her team first, and building a culture that
fosters growth, positivity, and impact. During the pandemic, Kristle jumped into action creating
a safe re-open plan to ensure they were able to quickly serve front-line servicemembers’ kids.
She helped to steward the organization through a strategy that was later adopted across the
country by other youth-serving organizations. Kristle was the driving force behind the creation of
the Club’s Women of Greatness program which honors some of Orange County’s most important
figures in female philanthropy as it highlights family programs and female youth empowerment.
In 2019, Kristle earned her Executive MBA from Chapman University.
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HONOREES
JESSICA FOAT, M.ED.
Director of Education and Outreach
THE HECHT TRAUMA INSTITUTE
Jessica Foat is an Army Veteran and serves as the Director of Education and Outreach at The
Hecht Trauma Institute, where she provides education, information, and services to empower
and support people affected by trauma. She invests her time implementing programs and
collaborating with community task forces focused on suicide prevention, substance use disorders,
reducing mental health stigma, first responder wellness, resilience, and mitigating adverse
childhood experiences, to name a few. Jessica earned her Master’s of Education in Curriculum
and Instructional Design from California Southern University, with honors, obtained Level 1 & 2
Professional Certifications in Trauma and Resilience, and a Professional Certification in SocialEmotional Education and Intervention from Florida State University. She is Certified as a
Meditation and Mindfulness Instructor from the School of Positive Transformation, and is enrolled
in the Graduate Certificate Program in Psychology at California Southern University.

ERIN GIBBONS
VP/Account Director, Marketing & Advertising
ROCKET LAUNCH
Erin Gibbons leads the development of curated strategic marketing initiatives for clients across
various verticals, including attractions, mid-size B2B companies and nonprofits. During her career,
she’s partnered with top brands, including the OC Fair, WISEPlace, Lucasfilm, Boys & Girls Clubs,
and more. A founding partner at the agency, she has built an team of professionals across all
marketing disciplines, positioning the company for continued growth. Before Rocket Launch, Erin
served as the Director of Marketing for Discovery Cube, overseeing the marketing and advertising
efforts for its three campuses in Orange County, Los Angeles, and Newport Beach. Erin is an active
member of the National Association of Women Business Owners and provides mentorship to
other female business leaders and local college students. She received an undergraduate degree
from Chapman University and a graduate degree from California State University, Fullerton.

HONOREES
KATIE HAYNES

YIANNI KOSMIDES

Senior Development Manager

Co-Founder and CEO

CYSTIC FIBROSIS FOUNDATION

APÓLA GREEK GRILL

Over the last five years, Katie has fundraised and helped advance the missions of multiple MakeA-Wish Foundation Chapters, the Vision of Children Foundation, and the CF Foundation. One
of the events she organizes is called Great Strides, which provides an opportunity for the Irvine
and Orange County communities to come together and walk a 5k in search of a cure for Cystic
Fibrosis. This year, Katie raised over $224,000 for a cure. Inspired by the nonprofit community,
Katie serves on the National Philanthropy Day Committee as the Communications Co-Chair. She
previously joined a program with the Executive Coaches of Orange County and is always looking
for ways to benefit her community. She served as Vice President of Philanthropy in her sorority,
Alpha Chi Omega, at California State University, Fullerton, and received her degree in Business
Management.

KWANG HEE SU
Production Manager - Product Support
PARKER AEROSPACE
Kwang Hee Su has a background in operations, quality management, continuous improvement,
and risk mitigation derived from conducting domestic and global operations in the aerospace
industry. As Production Manager at Parker Aerospace, Kwang Hee leads 39 technicians
responsible for the repair and overhaul of fuel and pneumatic components for commercial and
military aircraft. She is the leader of Parker’s Star Point Engagement Team for the Fluid System
Division site in Irvine. Her collaborative approach and ethical behavior have built trust, respect,
and a positive rapport within her team, peers, and management. Her desire to see employees
realize their potential is evident in the time she spends coaching and mentoring. Kwang Hee
has served 13 years in the U.S. Army, starting as a Vehicle Mechanic and currently serves as a
Maintenance Manager in the United States Army Reserve where she has earned recognition for
outstanding performance and professionalism.
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The Irvine fast-casual brand has gained a loyal following throughout SoCal for its fresh ingredients
and familiar vibe. It’s best known for serving the ‘most authentic Greek gyro you can get without
buying a plane ticket!’ and was ranked No. 5 on Fast Casual’s “Brands to Watch” in 2021. Yianni
annually gives back to support Greek churches in the area, Irvine Police Department, Tustin Public
Schools Foundation, REACH Foundation, and UCI Health. He enjoys being involved with anything
Greek, leading Apóla to donate time, money, or food to several area Greek festivals. Yianni is
proud of his Greek heritage and of the roots he has established in Irvine. The Kosmides family has
been in the restaurant business since 1977 and has founded nine other restaurant brands with
over 30 locations and plans to expand the Apóla brand through franchising.

ANTHONY MAGARACI
Founder & CEO
TRINITY PACKAGING SUPPLY
Anthony Magarasi founded TPS at the age of 27 from his home office. In 12 years, he has grown
Trinity into a $100 million company that has made the Inc. 5000 Fastest-Growing Companies in
America list seven times in a row and Inc. Best Places to Work list three times. Through his latest
venture, SupplyStream, Anthony is disrupting the industry by pairing his award-winning business
model at Trinity with proprietary world-class technology. As a philanthropist, this year he has
donated over $2 million to charitable organizations including the American Heart Association,
Hiring Our Heroes, The Extended Hand Ministry Shelter, and NAACP Youth Council. Anthony
graduated from Rowan University with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration:
Entrepreneurship. He serves on the Entrepreneurship Advisory Council for his alma mater, Rowan
University, and has been featured in the book “Entrepreneurship: The Practice and Mindset.”

HONOREES
LISA MAILHOT
Founder & Broker Associate
WHITESTONE HOME COLLECTION
Passionate about helping people build wealth through real estate, Lisa Mailhot helps to empower
everyday people by simplifying the process of home buying and selling. From single family homes
to investment property, and multi-unit transactions, she specializes in expertly guiding her clients
through the process while mitigating potential pitfalls. Earning top-producer status for herself and
on behalf of her team, Lisa has achieved almost $100 million in transaction volume throughout
her career. Whether connecting buyers and sellers with service maintenance professionals or
pointing them to the best restaurants and hotspots around town, Lisa works diligently as an
advisor and partner to her clients, supplying a virtually limitless array of resources. Lisa provides
coaching, mentorship, tools, and resources for new agents to grow their businesses and is active
with various charities, such as Rotary Club, Finding Fairways, St. Judes, Loma Linda Children’s
Hospital, and more.

MURPHY MEGONIGAL

HONOREES
NISHTHA MOHENDRA
Chief Program Officer
FAMILIES FORWARD
Nishtha Mohendra serves as the Chief Program Officer for Families Forward overseeing programs
tackling family homelessness and related issues. Having dedicated her career to working for and
with marginalized communities, she previously worked for the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
Human Options in Orange County where she helped in policy building and program development
for HIV/AIDS prevention. Previously, she served at Human Options in Orange County and as the
Director of Programs at Pathways of Hope in Fullerton where she played a key role in securing
funding and implementing new programs at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. Nishtha
holds a Master’s in Social Work from TATA Institute of Social Sciences in Mumbai, India. She was
recently elected to the Orange County Continuum of Care Board and serves on the board of
the Orange County Emergency Food and Shelter Program, Orange County’s YIMBY People for
Housing group, and is an executive committee member for Family Solutions Collaborative.

MELISSA MONDALA, M.D.

President

Physician and Owner

KTIMEHR

DR. LIFESTYLE

As President of KTimeHR, a multi-million-dollar human resource services organization
headquartered in Irvine, Murphy Megonigal has immersed himself in all aspects of the
organization and it is because of him that KTimeHR has been designated as both an OC Register
Top Workplace and OCBJ Best Place to Work. He has a pulse on the latest business trends and
thrives on tech; constantly researching, developing, and enhancing service offerings to ensure
their clients receive the best in the industry. He is community minded and spearheaded a policy
that gives employees extra paid time off to volunteer for a local charity of their choice. He leads
with transparency and honesty, and understands that employees are key to a company’s
success. Murphy holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration and Entrepreneurship
from Chapman University, maintains two licenses from the State of California Department of
Insurance, and a designations from the Human Resource Certification Institute and the Society
for Human Resource Management.
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Dr. Melissa Mondala is a triple specialist of family medicine, lifestyle medicine, and primary care
psychiatry. She founded Dr. Lifestyle Clinic along with her husband, an Integrative Rheumatologist.
Melissa is a recipient of University of California, Irvine’s Excellent Public Health Practicum Site for
mentoring the next generation of pre-health students and was selected to teach 800 healthcare
providers how to build a direct lifestyle care practice at the International Plant-based Nutrition
Conference. She is one of the first and youngest nationally recognized lifestyle medicine fellows
and is a strong community health advocate. She serves as faculty at Loma Linda University
Preventive/Lifestyle Medicine Department. She sits on the American College of Lifestyle Medicine
Board of Directors and is a Diplomate of Lifestyle Medicine. Melissa has devoted decades of
volunteer work in underserved communities in California and internationally and has been
featured in Forbes and local news.

HONOREES
ANDREA MORA
Director
FRESH BASIC NEEDS HUB, UC IRVINE
Andrea Mora is a first-generation, non-traditional alumna, and the inaugural Basic Needs
Director at UC Irvine where she opened the first food pantry at UCI in 2015. She worked with
student and campus leadership to secure long-term funding for its operations and expansion into
the center that is now known as the FRESH Basic Needs Hub. She serves as the UCI co-chair of
the University of California Systemwide Basic Needs Committee. Andrea has been recognized as
a visionary in her field by national outlets including the Today Show, The New York Times, the LA
Times, and more recently in Money Magazine covering her story and efforts to improve the lives of
those around her. Passionate about equity and access to higher education, Andrea received the
2017 Dynamic Woman of UCI Award for Social Justice and the 2018 Distinguished Leadership
Award for the Latinx Community at UCI.

RACHEL MORRISON, PH.D.
Assistant Vice President, Communications & Brand Strategy
CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY
Dr. Rachel Morrison has had a career at Chapman University marked by creativity and innovation.
Within a year, she went from Assistant Director of content strategy for Strategic Marketing
and Communications, to Assistant Vice President of Communications and Brand Strategy. In
her current role, she oversees content strategy, media relations, internal communications, and
institutional storytelling. She developed and leads the messaging component of Chapman’s
forthcoming master brand campaign. Rachel earned a Doctorate in English from CGU, where her
dissertation, “Quantum Mechanics and the Literary Imagination,” won the 2015 Transdisciplinary
Dissertation Award. She started her career as a writer/editor, winning industry awards along
the way and rising through the ranks in marketing editorial and scientific communications. She
volunteers as Vice President of Publicity on Temple Beth Tikvah’s Board, is a kindergarten room
parent and supporter of the Acacia Foundation, the fundraising arm of Acacia Elementary School.
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HONOREES
RAMIN MOUSAVI
President, CEO & Board of Directors
CATHWORKS
Ramin Mousavi is the President & Chief Executive Officer of CathWorks, a global medical device
company focused on transforming the diagnosis and treatment of coronary artery diseases.
Ramin led CathWorks to a successful strategic agreement with Medtronic, the world’s largest
medical device company, including a $75M investment and a path toward an acquisition for up
to $585M and additional earn-out payments. He is the recipient of OCBJ 2022 Entrepreneur
of the Year, 2021 OC500 Most Influential Business and Community Leader, 2022 Greater Irvine
Chamber Entrepreneur of the Year, and 2022 Octane High Tech Awards finalist. He serves on
multiple local non-profit boards including the Council on Aging – Southern California, American
Heart Association, Orange County - Go Red for Women Executive Leadership Team, and
American Heart Association, Research Round Table. He is the Chair of the Executive Board of the
Dean’s Leadership Circle at UCI Paul Merage School of Business and is a member of the Dean’s
Advisory Board.

CJ NEVEL
Manager, Network Transformation
COX COMMUNICATIONS
CJ Nevel has been with Cox for 19 years, working with his team to enhance the network
experience for Cox customers. With the increase in internet and TV usage due to work and school
from home, CJ and his team have been rebuilding and enhancing the network to create a better
network for years to come. CJ sits on the Cox Charity Board for Orange County, which helps fund
various STEM, women in technology, and veteran outreach programs in the community. CJ has
built a reputation for creating a culture of inclusivity, challenging the status quo, and helping to
drive change across his teams. He has been credited with organizing large volunteer events with
Second Harvest foodbank and the Jessie Rees Foundation. He was bestowed the OneOC Spirit
of Volunteer award.

HONOREES
AMANDA NORRIS
Director of Student Life & Leadership Development
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY
Amanda Norris graduated from Concordia University Irvine with a B.A. in Psychology and received
an M.A. in Organizational Leadership from California Baptist University. She then served as a
Resident Director at Concordia before transitioning into her current role. In this role, she oversees
various student leadership groups such as Associated Students of CUI and LEAD, student clubs,
and campus-wide programming. She has a clear vision for student leadership as a whole and
leads her team of long-term coworkers through significant changes with clarity and kindness.
Amanda also supervises the Assistant Director of Orientation and Student Activities and teaches
a Leadership Development course at Concordia. Her leadership style and willingness to jump in
make an incredible impact on Concordia University and its students. She is extremely passionate
about helping students grow as leaders and creating an environment on campus for students
to excel.

JASON O’DONNELL
President & Founder
O’DONNELL REAL ESTATE
Jason O’Donnell has the vision to build a business that was based on core values, leadership,
higher standards, and community involvement. His goal is to provide his team with elite-level
training and personal development, which translates to a superior real estate experience for his
clients. Jason attributes his success to the support of his wife Elizabeth and his children Brody and
Finley. He is involved in the community coaching his seventh year as an Irvine Pony Coach for youth
and O’Donnell Real Estate is a proud sponsor and donates a portion of every sale to Pediatric
Cancer Research Foundation and CHOC. As a father of a cancer survivor, and longtime supporter
of The CHOC Glass Slipper Foundation, he believes that helping others is the best practice to show
gratitude.
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HONOREES
KATE OLIVAS
Realtor
FIRST TEAM REAL ESTATE
Kate Olivas has been a full-time Realtor for over 10 years and has lived all over Orange County
as well as for two years in Spain. She got into real estate because she loves working closely with
people and serving them in one of the biggest transitions of their life. Well-versed in everything
from residential real estate to relocations and luxury listings, she has cultivated a hands-on
process to meet the demands of any transaction. When listing a property, Kate provides a onestop shop for clients. She loves sharing her knowledge of what she has learned over the years
and puts on workshops at First Team Real Estate, which earned her the company’s Hall of Fame
award for 2019 and 2020, and in 2021, a Sapphire Medallion Award based on working excellence.
She is a member of Compass Bible Church and is dedicated to supporting local nonprofits like the
Orangewood Foster & Youth Organization.

TARYN PALUMBO
Executive Director
ORANGE COUNTY GRANTMAKERS
Taryn Palumbo joined Orange County Grantmakers, a regional association of philanthropic funders,
as Executive Administrator in 2017 and was promoted to Executive Director in 2018. As Executive
Director, Taryn provides strategic leadership, oversees and executes programming, communication,
member services, and community engagement, and supports the operations of the organization.
She is responsible for transforming the organization from a small, networking group formally
known as the OC Funders Roundtable to a leading philanthropic organization in Orange County.
Under her leadership, the membership has more than doubled, they have brought on three affiliate
groups, spearheaded multiple initiatives, and hosted over 20 events and programs in a year. Their
signature event, the OCG Summit now attracts over 400 nonprofit, philanthropic, and community
leaders and serves as a driving community force for equity in Orange County. It is her leadership as
the organization’s first full-time staff and Executive Director that has made OCG into an institution
recognized and respected in the community today.

HONOREES
ANDREW PARK
Chief Operating Officer
TAX RELIEF ADVOCATES
Andrew Park has been the creative force behind TRA saving clients over $15 million in just three
years. Andrew’s unique tax strategies have made TRA a pioneer in the industry, by training staff on
how to advocate for clients with the IRS, educating their clients on why they owe, and empowering
them to take control of their taxes and ultimately get out of their tax burden. TRA’s mission to
Advocate, Educate and Empower each client has led to its success, which earned TRA the Greater
Irvine Chamber 2022 Business of the Year award, and the Better Business Bureau’s Torch Award
for Ethics. TRA is a certified Great Place to Work for two years running and was ranked #19 in
the nation by Fortune Magazine for Best Small and Medium Workplace. Andrew gives back by
working with organizations including Collete’s House, Second Harvest Drives, American Cancer
Society, and Wheat Mission Charity.

JASON COLIN PATRICK
Principal
FIDUCIARY ADVISORS, LLC
Jason Colin Patrick is the Principal of Fiduciary Advisors, LLC, a firm he founded in 2014. As a
certified 401(k) professional, certified plan fiduciary adviser, and accredited investment fiduciary,
he provides advisory services to employer retirement plans. Since 2015, Jason Colin has
represented clients and the retirement industry on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., discussing
retirement and tax reform legislation. He has been recognized multiple times by the National
Association of Plan Advisors as one of the Nation’s Top 100 Retirement Plan Advisors Under 40.
In 2020, the Financial Times named Jason Colin one of the 401 Top Retirement Advisors in the
Nation. He was quoted in Yahoo Finance about saving in a volatile market, in GoBankingRates and
MSN Money concerning election results’ potential impact on retirement plans, and by U.S. News
& World Report about the risk of inflation on retirement savings. He supports the Thomas House
and Canine Companions for Independence.
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HONOREES
PRAVEEN RAVEENDRAN
Founder & CEO
KNITT, LLC
Praveen began his career in 2004 as an Infrastructure Engineer in one of the leading IT services
companies in the world. Prior to that, he was the Director of IT Infrastructure with the role of
Global IT Head and was one of the youngest directors in the company managing a 300+ member
team across 20 countries. In 2019, Praveen started his entrepreneurial journey with KniTT LLC,
an organization that specializes in three core areas: IT infrastructure, cloud, and cybersecurity.
Praveen and his team’s deliverables are based on artificial intelligence-driven automation. He
has developed a homegrown smart helpdesk, private cloud, and cyber defense center platforms.
Through KniTT, Praveen sponsors Educate a Kid, a scholarship program designed to provide
financial aid to underprivileged students who perform exceptionally well in academics and would
like to pursue a college degree in India.

SHAWNA RINKER, M.D.
Internal Medicine Physician Partner
PACIFIC HOSPITALIST ASSOCIATES
Dr. Shawna Rinker provides compassionate patient care to hospitalized patients and serves
on multidisciplinary committees including the Clinical Excellence, Myocardial Infarction, and
Pharmacy and Therapeutics committees. She helps shape high-quality care on both an individual
and population-based level by guiding evidence-based pathways and quality improvement
projects. When COVID-19 hit, Shawna was on the front lines, caring for the sickest, hospitalized
patients. Additionally, she was involved in the hospital COVID-19 Clinical Care Committee to
help develop the most effective treatment protocols for this critical patient population. Shawna
deeply cares about the mission of the Red Cross and serves on the board of the local chapter.
She has seen the positive impacts of blood donation in her clinical practice and as the Vice-Chair
of the OC Red Cross Biomedical committee, encourages everyone to join her in donating blood.

HONOREES
LORENZO REY ROMERO
Vice President & Regional Banking District Manager
WELLS FARGO BANK
Lorenzo Rey Romero is Vice President and District Manager for Wells Fargo’s Orange County
District where he oversees 100 employees and $3 billion in deposits at 11 bank branches in the
communities of Coto de Caza, Foothill Ranch, Irvine, Lake Forest, Laguna Woods, Mission Viejo,
and Rancho Santa Margarita. During his tenure, Lorenzo has held many positions including
Teller, Branch Manager, and Retail Small Business/Credit Consultant among other positions in
the Orange County region. Outside of his day-to-day responsibilities, Lorenzo Rey is active in the
community and an advocate for Employee Resource Networks. Currently serving as the Co-Lead
for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiatives for the Orange County Region and previously served
as Co-Chair for the Latin Connection Orange County Employee Resource Network where he led
the Chapter to champion diversity and inclusion initiatives and support the community.

KARTHICK SIVANADIAN
Director of Global Operations & Engineering
MICROVENTION-TERUMO
Working for Microvention-Terumo as Director of Global Operations & Engineering, Karthick
Sivanadian helps companies streamline manufacturing processes to minimize waste.
MicroVention has grown more than three times in total sales and Karthick has been a key
component of this accomplishment as he strives to continually innovate and launch patient-saving
devices in the neuro space. He graduated with a Bachelors in Mechatronics Engineering from
Bharathiar University and a Masters in Industrial Engineering from Wayne State University. He
was instrumental in launching seven patient savings devices and leads a global team of operation
and engineering experts to continually improve processes. He is actively looking to solve the next
big thing in the med-dev space using AI preventive diagnosis. Karthick volunteers with Orange
County Operation Santa Claus and Aram, which supports children in need and women. He has
helped the local community in Costa Rica with sustainable organic farming.
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HONOREES
STEPHANIE SMITH
Director of Sales
ELEMENT IRVINE
After graduating from San Jose State University with a degree in Hospitality, Tourism & Event
Management, Stephanie has accumulated over 12 years of experience working in hotels. Starting
at the front desk, Stephanie worked her way up to her role as Director of Sales for Huntington
Hotel Group’s first and newest hotel in Orange County. As the first employee hired for the
Element Irvine, Stephanie’s dedication and leadership through the opening process has led to
the hotel’s success. Her commitment and selflessness are shown every day with her positive
energy and willingness to problem-solve and support her team. Stephanie is active in connecting
with the local community and growing the hotel’s performance. As the Element has become the
company’s quickest ramp-up for its portfolio of hotel openings, Stephanie’s hard work has been
proven and continues to be demonstrated daily.

TIMOREI B.A. SPAULDING
Co-Founder and Director
I AM MOVEMENT
Irvine native Timorei Spaulding is the Co-Founder and Director at I AM Movement, a gym with
specialty fitness classes for people with special needs and the elderly. Timorei fell in love with the
power of movement at her childhood dance studio and earned a Bachelor’s from University of
Oregon. She now uses dance, boxing, and pilates to improve her clients’ quality of life through
functional fitness and creative expression. As a certified Rock Steady Boxing coach, she uses fun
activities to target and challenge Parkinson’s disease symptoms to slow its progression. Many
of her clients report significant improvements in their physical and mental well-being. Timorei
provides informative talks for people with Parkinson’s and was featured in CBS2 News People
Making a Difference segment, and in Irvine Mayor Khan’s video series, Chat with the Mayor. It is
her mission to empower people to be their own hero.

HONOREES
SAMUEL SWABB
Vice President
DIAMOND DEVELOPMENT GROUP
As Vice President of Diamond Development Group, Sam oversees property management and
development for the company’s properties. In his current role, he travels extensively across
California, directing maintenance requests and overseeing budgets. He meets with developers,
contractors, brokers, lawyers, and city council members. Under his leadership, the real estate
holdings at Diamond Development have continued to thrive through the pandemic and beyond.
You will often see him stopping by local hot spot Diamond Jamboree, the company’s property in
Irvine. Sam graduated from Emory University with a B.A. in Chemistry. He serves as the Chair of
the Safety Board at the Boys and Girls Clubs of West San Gabriel Valley and Eastside, where he
regularly donates and volunteers his time.

KELLY SWAIM, M.D.
Vice President, Asset Leadership & R&D Integrations
ALLERGAN AESTHETICS
Dr. Kelly Swaim is Vice President of Allergan Aesthetics Asset Leadership and R&D Integrations
at Abbvie, working cross-functionally to lead the aesthetics pipeline to market and chairs the
Aesthetics Device Governance Board. His innovative skills shined during the pandemic when he
led clinical guidance across Allergan trials for new CNS, GI, Eye Care, and Aesthetics products
ensuring the safety of patients and teams while maintaining clinical trial continuity. Kelly CoChairs AbbVie’s R&D Equity, Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion committee to raise awareness
and empower AbbVie employees to bring their authentic selves to work. He is a mentor to rising
women colleagues as part of his support to the Women Leaders at AbbVie group. He earned
his medical degree at Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons in New York and
graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Stanford University, with a B.S. in Biological Sciences and a B.A.
in Psychology.
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HONOREES
RACHEL VALENTINE
Head of People Operations
VINCIT
Rachel Valentine is Head of People Operations at Vincit USA, a custom software development
agency based in Irvine, Phoenix, AZ, and Finland. She has a Bachelor’s in Multi-Media Journalism
from Bournemouth University in the U.K. and has worked in the Orange County tech scene for 10
years. Rachel is a Board Member for Octane’s Next Wave initiative to attract and retain talent.
She volunteers with Girls Inc. of Orange County, supporting their College Bound program and
Project Accelerate which helps girls in college navigate career entry. Rachel was a 2019 and
2020 Orange County Business Journal’s Women in Business nominee, and was part of the team
that earned Vincit several awards including a 2020 Bronze Stevie Award for Achievement in
Human Resources from the American Business Awards, and Inc.’s 2021 and 2022 list of 5000
Fastest Growing U.S. Companies.

ROBERT WATHEN
Executive Director, Orange County Finance
CITY OF HOPE ORANGE COUNTY
Robert Wathen leads finances for Orange County’s largest network of care exclusively dedicated
to cancer treatments and cures, including City of Hope Orange County Lennar Foundation
Cancer Center in Irvine. Robert, who has worked in cancer center finance for more than a
decade, brings skills in operating cancer center budgets and maintaining financial controls for
labor, medical supplies, capital acquisitions, and ancillary services. He established the financial
management system that is used across City of Hope, one of the largest cancer research and
treatment organizations in the United States. He gives back to the community by volunteering
with his church in Los Angeles and Orange counties to help the homeless as well as Hispanic
families in need. Robert taught Excel classes for members of the Miami community who still call
on him for mentorship.

HONOREES
NATHAN WELCH
Account Manager
PARKER AEROSPACE
At Parker Aerospace, Nathan Welch is responsible for sustaining and growing aftermarket
programs and customer support. He is a Major in the United States Air Force Reserves and served
eight years on active duty where he flew 56 combat missions over Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria
in the E-3 AWACS. Recently, he completed a deployment to Korea in support of Exercise Ulchi
Freedom Shield. He was awarded the Star Performer Award by the 7th Air Force Commander.
Nathan supports the Korean Peninsula as the Senior Air Defense Officer but is most passionate
about serving with his charity, Mission Flight, which has amassed a fleet of 10 aircrafts to fly doctors,
dentists, and general volunteers to remote parts of Mexico. This year, Nathan has flown three
teams to Mexico that directly supported 76 eye surgeries, 45 dental procedures, and hundreds of
patients needing prescription glasses and general health appointments—all free of charge.

JENNIFER YUEN
ESG & Sustainability Manager
ALTERYX
Jennifer Yuen is the Environmental, Social, Governance & Sustainability Manager at Alteryx, a
global data analytics company headquartered in Irvine. Since joining the Social Impact team at
Alteryx in 2021, her focus has been on building the company’s ESG reporting program, developing
a climate strategy, and has engaged over 2,500 global employees by connecting them with
opportunities to implement sustainable practices in their daily lives. She holds a certificate
in Sustainability and Resource Management from Irvine Valley College. Jennifer volunteers
with environmental nonprofit organizations including The Ecology Center and Newport Bay
Conservancy. She has served as a mentor with Destined for X, is an ESL Teacher Aide with Canal
Alliance, and is a member of OneOC’s Corporate Volunteer Council of Orange County. She is a
U.S. CPA, SASB FSA Certified, GRI Certified Sustainability Professional, and has an M.B.A. in
Sustainable Solutions candidate at Presidio Graduate School.
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HONOREES
NATASHA ZABANEH
President, Homebuilding
CITY VENTURES
Natasha Zabaneh brings over 15 years of infill residential and mixed-use development
experience to the City Ventures team and is always looking to push the boundaries when it
comes to operational decisions that affect the internal efficiencies as well as those that future
buyers of City Ventures Homes see. She joined City Ventures in 2009 as a Sales Manager and
in 2020 became the President of the entire company’s Homebuilding operation across the state
of California. She has worked on developments in over 35 cities in 10 counties across California.
Natasha holds a Marketing M.B.A. from the George L. Argyros School of Business and Economics
at Chapman University and a B.A. in Business Administration, Finance from the Mihaylo College
of Business and Economics at California State University, Fullerton. She and her team donate to
the Holiday food drive for Homeaid for those families in need.

ISABELLA ZELINGER
Senior Advisor
CRESA
Isabella Zelinger is a Tenant Representative and Senior Advisor for Cresa, the largest occupieronly commercial real estate firm in the world. Her expertise includes transaction management,
lease administration, market research, and building everlasting relationships with her clients. She
is a Los Angeles native but not new to Orange County, as she went to Chapman University where
she earned her undergraduate in Business Administration and most recently her Master’s in Real
Estate. She is a highly motivated real estate consultant that leads with authenticity and follows
through with a strong work ethic. Her passion transcends to helping clients develop a space that
enables their employees to flourish. Prior to joining Cresa, she worked with Paycom, a cloudbased human capital management software, where she quickly rose to become one of Paycom’s
top 10 sales executives.

HONOREES
FUTURE LEADER: AHIN IRENE KIM
Student
MISSION VIEJO HIGH SCHOOL
Ahin Irene Kim is a civic-minded young adult who seeks opportunities to volunteer outside of her
school commitments, including at the Greater Irvine Chamber where she assisted with projects
and events throughout the summer. The Mission Viejo High School senior is Assistant Director of
the Student Advisory Board on Education and Student Advisory Board on Legislation in Education,
the only conferences in the nation that officially represent all 6.3 million public school students of
California to the State Board of Education. She has held student leadership roles including for
the American Red Cross, OC Youth Leadership, and has served 550+ service hours through
Lion’s Heart Teen Leaders and Volunteers. Irene served on Congresswoman Katie Porter’s Youth
Advisory Board, and CEO of Korean American Young Leaders, of Irvine’s Korean American
Center. She previously worked with Irvine Vice Mayor Tammy Kim and helped to host the Korean
American Center’s booth at Irvine’s Global Youth Festival.
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HERE TO GROW

STRONGER TOGETHER.

Rachel Morrison

Nidhi Vogt

Assistant Vice President
Communications and Brand Strategy

Associate Vice President
Engagement and Volunteerism

CONGRATULATIONS
ROBERT WATHEN
BECAUSE NOT ALL
CANCER EXPERTS
WEAR LAB COATS
Robert Wathen’s work has positively impacted
many patients and families dealing with cancer.
That’s why The Greater Irvine Chamber named him
one of Orange County’s top professionals under 40.
As City of Hope Orange County’s executive director
of clinical finance, Robert focuses on the complex
challenges of financial operations for our regional
cancer network. He finds solutions every day to
ensure the latest treatments and compassionate
care are delivered to those who need them.
Congratulations, Robert, and thank you for
delivering hope every day.

CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY CELEBRATES OUR NOMINEES.
Thanks to your vision and leadership, Chapman continues to grow. Our partnership with our community
thrives, and the impact of our students, faculty and alumni is felt throughout the region. Congratulations to
all of tonight’s honorees – your inspirational leadership has made Orange County stronger than ever.

CityofHope.org/OC
FOLLOW US

Chapman.edu

@CityofHopeOC

THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT.
LET’S MAKE IT BRILLIANT.
The University of California, Irvine congratulates
ANDREA MORA and everyone else who was named to the
Greater Irvine Chamber’s prestigious 40 Under 40 list.

Congratulations
Kristle Duran
Chief Operations Officer

Empowering
confidence
Allergan Aesthetics, an AbbVie company,
is going further than ever before to drive
the advancement of aesthetic medicine.
We continue to create what’s next in the
industry, making sure our customers are
supported, so they can focus on achieving
the desired outcomes for their patients.

ANDREA MORA
Director, UCI FRESH Basic Needs Hub

We believe in the power of confidence—
and the remarkable impact it can have on
the businesses, lives, and careers of those
we serve.
Learn more at
AllerganAesthetics.com

© 2022 AbbVie. All rights reserved.

for being named to
Greater Irvine Chamber’s
40-under-40 list!
We are grateful for your
leadership and dedication
to ensure every youth has
mentors & champions in
life.

Octane congratulates
Janelle Brunette as an
Honoree for the 40 Under
40 Class of 2022!

Have you heard of a bank whose
financial decisions are based
on client growth?
We have, because we built it.
Being private makes it possible. Being
entrepreneurs makes it inevitable. For nearly 20
years, we have maintained the same goals as our
clients, which leads to mutual success.

Janelle Brunette
COO, Octane

www.cbcal.com | Transforming Banking

IRVINE

Talent Acquisition Guide
A resource to help you attract the best and brightest talent

The Octane Impact Fund
Be a part of the story.
Every person we work with has a story
for why they are involved in Octane.
Be a part of the story that’s creating
high-paying jobs, changing lives and
accelerating a healthier future in
Orange County.

Donations made to Octane
Foundation for Innovation
are tax deductible.

Learn more at octaneoc.org/impact-fund

Launch & Grow
Companies

Energize the
Community
for Success

Connect &
Empower the
Ecosystem

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING
16, 2022
greaterNOVEMBER
irvine chamber
#40under40oc

Scan to download a copy >
greater irvine chamber

Dedicated to supporting educational
achievement and career readiness in
Irvine through scholarships and
community engagement.

T H U R S D AY, J A N U A R Y 2 6 , 2 0 2 3
5:30 - 8:00 PM

Irvine Marriott | 18000 Von Karman Ave.
Through its inaugural Excellence in Healthcare awards program, the Greater
Irvine Chamber will recognize outstanding healthcare organizations,
executives, practitioners, and other innovative industry leaders who continue
to serve and make advancements in the region’s formidable healthcare sector.

SCHOLARSHIPS
•

John Colvin Memorial Scholarship

•

Lt. Thomas Wall Memorial Scholarship

•

Irvine Forward Foundation Community Scholarship

Nominations/Self-Nominations open through Wednesday, Nov. 30, 5:00 PM
Black-Tie Event. Members: $250 | Non-Members: $400

Scan to Nominate/Self-Nominate & Register

›

For more information and sponsorship opportunities, contact
Courtney Nakagawa at cnakagawa@irvinechamber.com.

PRESENTED BY

greater irvine chamber

CAREER READINESS
•

Career Edge Program

•

Ethics Forum

•

Financial Forum

BUSINESS SUCCESS
•

Irvine Business Outreach

•

Professional Development Workshops

IRVINE FORWARD FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chair
Lisa Thomas
Executive Director
Jessica Welch
Executive Vice President
Greater Irvine Chamber
Secretary
Bryan Starr
President & CEO
Greater Irvine Chamber
Treasurer
Brian Andersen
General Counsel
Andy Bernstein
Members at Large
Carissa Bechtloff
Susan DeGrassi
Brian Dozer
Bruce Greenberg
Joan Webb

The Irvine Forward Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Tax ID (Federal Employer ID) 20-4160663
For more information, contact Jessica Welch at jwelch@irvinechamber.com
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36 Executive Park, Suite 100, Irvine, CA 92614 | (949) 660-9112 | GreaterIrvineChamber.com

Leaders Circle
ELITE PARTNERS OF THE GREATER IRVINE CHAMBER

NOTES:

DIAMOND

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

HOTEL PARTNERS

Irvine John Wayne Airport
Irvine Spectrum

Irvine Marriott •Marriott Irvine Spectrum

Irvine John Wayne Airport
Irvine Spectrum
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36 Executive Park, Suite 100, Irvine, CA 92614 | 949.660.4119
GreaterIrvineChamber.com | DestinationIrvine.com
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PRESENTING SPONSOR

RECEPTION SPONSOR

HEALTHCARE SPONSOR

FUTURE LEADER SPONSOR

UNIVERSITY PARTNER

TABLE SPONSORS

HONOREE SPONSORS
38 Alpha | Cystic Fibrosis Foundation | Commercial Bank of California
Fiduciary Advisors | Rocket Launch Agency | Southern California Edison | Zillow

